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The Press in Palestine indisputably has a great influence
on public opinion, and ultimately on public security. The

public (Arab} is an ignorant one, and therefore credulous,
particularly on what they read, and the newspapers are

their favourite reading. They are largely illiterate, but
that is no bar to acquaintance with the contents of
newspapers, which are habituaily read aloud to them
all over the country and do not lose force in the
process. They are both excitable and, so far as I can
observe, serious, lacking that saving guality of vulgar and
impudent humour which characterises their neighbours
across the Suez Canal. The younger generation, if better
educated, are susceptible by their youth and have not
grown up in that fear of the Government which prevailed
in Furkish times. I speak of the Arabs. As the Jewish
immigrants, they are naturally more disposed to want
more than to be contented with what they have got;...
Moreover the outer world, Jewish and Gentile, takes
a singular interest in this country. It is a vast and
uncritical public, it is bound to take its opinions largely
from foreign press correspondents resident in Palestine,
and its opinions are a matter of close concern to the
Palestine Government ... The Government... should direct
its efforts energetically and consistently towards supplying
the Press with information, explanation and guidance,
and establishing amicable relations with journalists.
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However wide apart the official and the journalistic
point of wiew may be, governmenis and newspapers,
from motives of sel interest, usually seck mtercourse
rather than shun it. It would not have occured to me,
had 1 not visited Palestine, that in a country forming
part of the modern world the Press and the Government
could be so remote from each other, hardly maintaining
relations, except such as may exist between a writer of
ehscene graffiti and the owner of a convenient wall.
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Whatever the reasons, the Government does remain aloof
cold and sometimes piqued, noticing the press only to
punish it. To the general motives which urge the Press to
oppose the Government has thus been added a particular
and potent motive of dislike, the feeling of journalists
that they are despised, neglected and oppressed; so that
there is animus against and suspicion of any Government
action as such, which leads to continual and deliberate
misrepresentation. The principal diet of the reading and
listening public, Arab and Hebrew, is factious and
anti-Government propaganda, and false and tendencious
news; the Government exhibits no preveative, and no
remedy but suspension or prosecution
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The public has a right to be kept informed, with
of what the
gavernment is doing, exception, made for masters which,

reasonable fullness and  punctuality,
in the opinion of the Government, it is in the public
interest not to divulge... Moreover if journalists are to be
penalized for publishing false news, they have a particuiar
right of access to the truth. As for the Geovernment, it
often has an immediate interest in providing the Press
with information, and a policy of being generous with
information and instruction will, in the jong run, make
the Press more amendable, more favourable and less
hostile to the Government, and less resentful of strict
Press Laws and the application of them.
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There is perhaps more to be said for the practice of bribing
with money selected newspapers, which is followed in Egypt
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His view is that the Palestine Government do not do
enough to maintain relations with the Press and that it is
desirable that their organisation for this purpose should
be improved. He mentioned the recommendations that
he had made in his report.. Mr. Furness referred to
Mr. Agronsky as a man of considerable influence among
Jewish journalists in Palestine. He believed a good deal
might be done through Mr. Agronsky and that it wouid
be worth while to keep on good terms... with him.
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at great expense the case is not paraliel with Palestine,
for there {in Egypt) the subsidies are pald by successive
Ministries in suppert of their own party policy) and in Syria,
and I dare say in most European countries. If 1 do not
advise the practice, except perhaps on critical occasions as
a last resort, it is partly because I doubt whether it would
give adequate return, and partly because, on the part of the
British administration governing Palestine under a Mandate,
I find it somewhat repugnant. To the grant of privileges to
journalists, or a class or classes of journalists, which may
be called a hidden subsidy without favouritism... I see no
objection.
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